Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 00321 161901Z 

41 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARAE-00 CCO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO DOTE-OO 

EB-07 H-01 INR-07 10-10 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 

SP-02 OCE-OO PRS-01 RSC-01 SS-15 USIE-00 USSS-00 

SY-04 FAA-00 WRD-01 SCCT-01 INRE-00 SSO-OO /068 W 

055897 

O I61835Z JAN 75 

FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5366 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LA PAZ 0321 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, BL 

SUB J : HIGHJACKING THREAT TO U.S. AIR CARRIER 

1. ASST. LOCAL MANAGER BRANIFF TOLD EMBASSY THIS AFTERNOON 
THAT FOUR INTERNATIONAL AIR CARRIERS SERVING LA PAZ, 

(BRANIFF, LUFTHANSA, AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS AND IBERIA) 
RECEIVED SIMILAR HANDWRITTEN NOTES ON ROUGH PAPER JANUARY 15 
THREATENING HIJACKING OF AIRLINES' AIRCRAFT OR KIDNAPPING 
AIRLINE EXECUTIVE IF EACH DOES NOT HAND OVER US$ 250,000 BY 

1800 HOURS LA PAZ TIME JANUARY 16. PAYMENT SUPPOSED TO BE 
DELIVERED TO SAN FRANCISCO CHURCH DOWNTOWN LA PAZ BY RED- 
CAPPED MESSENGER. 

2. ASST. MANAGER BRANIFF SAID AIRLINES HAVE CONTACTED 
INTERIOR MINISTRY WHICH HAS TIGHTENED AIRPORT SECURITY. 

AIRLINE REPS DUE TO MEET WITH MINISTRY THIS AFTERNOON TO 
PLAN FURTHER STEPS. HE BELIEVES THAT AIRLINES NOT DIS- 
POSED TO PAY ALTHOUGH HE HAD HEARD DOUBTFUL REPORT THAT 
IBERIA WILL. 
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